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Students pay for cutbacks 
French institution 
in Vancouver
rallies to rezone
A lliance Française, one of Vancouver’s oldest non-profit organizations, is ad-
vocating to rezone and rebuild their 
Cambie Street headquarters. 
Executive director Damien Hu-
bert says it’s time for a new start to 
support the organization’s growth. 
With more students enrolling, they 
require larger classrooms and hope 
to incorporate a performance space 
and art gallery.
The city of Vancouver is review-
ing the proposal under the Cambie 
Corridor Plan, but a decision might 
be a year away.
“We hope they get a sense of what 
we’re doing, and what we bring to 
the community,” Hubert said.
Hubert believes the Alliance’s 
mission of supporting French lan-
guage and culture benefits more 
than Vancouver’s network of 
French speakers.
“The people that come to Al-
liance Française usually are non-
French speakers, so it’s really having 
a point of exchange,” Hubert said.
Marie-Odile Marceau, architect 
of the potential redesign, hopes 
the new building will connect lan-
guage communities while making 
a unique architectural statement. 
She says they’ll aim for spaces “as 
luminous and as feel good as pos-
sible.”
The Alliance has operated at their 
Cambie Street location for 60 years. 
The building needs earthquake-
proofing and expansions that would 
compromise the current parking 
lot. According to Bruno Gervès, a 
director on the board, rezoning is 
more cost-efficient than improving 
the current building.
“Do we spend millions to reno-
vate what we have, which is too 
small, or do we rebuild?” Gervès 
asked at a rezoning open house.
Alexandre McCloud, an archi-
tect, describes the new building as 
a “cultural hub” for younger genera-
tions. The proposal will expand the 
learning space, McCloud said, and 
will also make a statement on the 
growing needs and presence of the 
French community.
College's 49th anniversary inspires socialist club to mobilize
P ublic funding covered up to 90 per cent of the op-erating costs of colleges in the 1970s, but today only 
one-third of Langara’s costs are 
covered by provincial grants, with 
students footing the bill, said the 
head of Langara’s international so-
cialists club.
On Oct. 24, the club held a fo-
rum to discuss the sharp decline 
in public funding for educational 
institutions. The club’s research 
into Langara’s revenue showed that 
tuition fees per course have tripled 
in cost for domestic students, said 
Bradley Hughes, head of the club 
and department chair for physics 
and astronomy. 
For international students, that 
cost is 20 times its 1970 equivalent. 
As public funding has decreased 
across the province, colleges such 
as Langara have had to recoup rev-
enue from other sources, Hughes 
said. 
“It’s coming from tuition fees 
and overwhelmingly from inter-
national students’ tuition fees,” 
Hughes said. International stu-
dents make up about one-third of 
Langara’s student population but 
pay three-quarters of the total tu-
ition fees collected by the college.
The high level of private fund-
ing on campus is also a concern 
for club members. Private donors 
could begin to influence spend-
ing on campus and within depart-
ments, Hughes said.
The club is working to draw at-
tention to these issues now that 
Langara is celebrating its 49th an-
niversary, which the club believes 
is being used primarily as a vehicle 
for fundraising from private do-
nors.
“It’s great to celebrate how much 
we’ve done, but it’s also really im-
portant to call out the university 
when administrators are very com-
placent in not fighting for more 
public funding,” said club member 
Kiren Aujla. 
Aujla believes that education 
should be more accessible for stu-
dents, who should not be on the 
hook for the majority of the col-
lege’s revenue.
First year student Tony Alama 
believes that high domestic and in-
ternational tuition costs affect stu-
dents’ quality of life, leaving little 
money left over to pay for housing 
or basic necessities.
He questions how students can 
become healthy, productive citizens 
in the future if they are currently 
stressed and forced to severely limit 
what they spend on essentials. 
 By KIRSTEN CLARKE
 By KATHRYN TINDALE
90%
Provincial grants covered 90 per 
cent of Langara's costs in 1970, 
compared to 30 per cent in 2018.
3%
Instructors wages have 
decreased three per cent in 
the last 49 years.
$20 A course at Langara in1970 cost $20.
82%
LANGARA FIVE DECADES AGO
The cost of books have 
increased 82 per cent in 
the last 49 years.
SOURCE: BRADLEY HUGHES
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hub will 
rebuild
Falcons legacy keeps jersey No. 9 page 8
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Dance for Diwali
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If you're planning to use the Sungod Recreation Centre in Delta but you're coming from outside the municipality, prepare to pay more as city council ponders 
higher fees for non-residents. CAMERON THOMSON PHOTO
Delta plans outsider fees
Residents fed up with crowded recreation centres
Delta’s new mayor plans to set higher rates at recreation centres for people coming from 
outside the city. 
George Harvie, Delta’s newly 
elected mayor, told the Delta Op-
timist last week that he would 
ensure there is a separate rate for 
people outside of Delta. 
Lois Jackson, Delta’s previous 
mayor of nearly 20 years who ran 
successfully in the recent election 
for a council seat, said the move to 
charge different fees will address 
a problem that has suddenly sur-
faced.
“What has happened in the past 
year and a bit is all our programs 
are all full and, upon analysis, 
there’s many people in the pro-
grams that don’t live in Delta,” 
Jackson said.
This issue is less pronounced in 
areas like Tsawwassen but more 
prominent in the part of Delta that 
borders Surrey.
“The folks in North Delta are 
becoming very concerned that they 
aren’t able to get into their own 
facilities that they’re paying for,” 
Jackson said.
While there are no recreation 
centres in Tsawwassen First Na-
tion, Delta has six. Surrey has sev-
en recreational centres. 
In Delta, Surrey and Richmond, 
the adult drop-in fees are nearly 
identical, with Surrey and Delta 
charging $7 per person and Rich-
mond charging $6.90. 
Nicole Okano, a resident of 
Richmond who uses Delta’s Sun-
god Recreation Centre with her 
children, said she is simply choos-
ing the closest option.
“Sungod is the closest communi-
ty centre for me, Richmond is not. 
I’m just going by location that’s the 
most convenient for my family, so 
obviously I don’t want to see my 
rates go up.”
But Manav Bhardwaj, a resi-
dent of North Delta, believes there 
should be a way to deter the per-
ceived heavy use of Delta facilities 
by outsiders.
“I don’t use any of the facilities in 
Delta anymore because it’s just not 
worth it because it’s just so busy," 
Bhardwaj said.
“And if we are getting other 
people from other municipalities 
coming in and using the facilities 
then maybe we should charge them 
a premium.” 
 By CAMERON THOMSON
Surrey slammed for pot policies
Illegal sales will 
grow if stores not 
allowed, says pot 
advocate
 By NIKITHA MARTINS
A prominent cannabis-rights advocate says Surrey will see an increase in black 
market drug dealing because of 
the new city council’s plan to do 
nothing about dispensary regula-
tion.
During the recent civic election 
campaign, Doug McCallum and 
his party, Safe Surrey Coalition, 
took the position that regulating 
cannabis would not be a priority.
McCallum and his team said 
that, because they plan replace the 
RCMP with a municipal police 
force, they do not want to compli-
cate things by getting the current 
police force to grapple with regu-
lating legal cannabis storefronts in 
the city. 
But that’s a huge mistake, said 
Dana Larsen, who has spent much 
of his life advocating for cannabis 
reform and ending the global war 
on drugs.
“Let’s be clear, even if [McCal-
lum] does manage to shut down 
storefronts in Surrey, there is not 
going to be one gram less cannabis 
sold in Surrey. It’s just not going to 
be sold in a storefront where there 
is some sort of oversight and re-
sponsibility and accountability to 
those who are running it. They are 
going to be sold in alleyways and 
living rooms and other places,” 
Larsen said.
Surrey is one of three B.C. cities 
experiencing the highest number 
of illicit drug overdoses this year, 
according to 2018 B.C. coroner 
statistics.
Larsen said one of the key ben-
efits of legal stores is that canna-
bis helps prevent overdose deaths 
from opioids.
“Targeting dispensaries that 
provide a beneficial herbal medi-
cine to people that need it in the 
middle of an overdose crisis is es-
sentially going to kill people be-
cause they’ll be turning to opioids 
because they don’t have access to 
cannabis,” Larsen said.
One worker from a Surrey dis-
pensary also emphasized that peo-
ple will be exposed to unsafe drugs 
if they are forced back to buying 
on the street.
Mia, a staff member at YuYo 
who would not give her last name, 
said the dispensary sends the 
product for testing to make sure it 
is safe to consume.
Unlike McCallum, other new 
mayors in the region said they 
would work on systems for le-
gal dispensaries. Burnaby, Port 
Moody and Vancouver politicians 
have indicated they will move for-
ward with those plans. However, 
Richmond city council has op-
posed legal cannabis stores.
Renter 
union 
grows
Vancouver-based 
advocacy group opens 
chapter in New  
Westminster
 By CLOE LOGAN
New Westminster renters will now have a chance to advocate for their rights as 
tenants with the Vancouver Ten-
ants Union setting up a new chap-
ter in the small municipality.
An organizer with the tenants 
union said the new group wants to 
cater to specific needs in the city. 
Although the Vancouver monthly 
meetings in the Downtown East-
side have been open to everyone, 
it’s a long commute for renters in 
New Westminster.
“A lot of [tenants] are older, 
a lot of them have disabilities, 
they’re on pensions, and that kind 
of stuff. So they’re not super-
mobile,” said David Hendry, who 
lives in New Westminster and has 
been involved in the Vancouver 
chapter for a year. 
Although New Westminster 
is the first chapter of the tenants 
union outside of Vancouver, Hen-
dry said the group is looking to 
expand further in the future. 
In New Westminster, several 
rallies outside of older buildings 
and information sessions orga-
nized by the Vancouver-based 
tenants union have taken place in 
the past year. Renoviction, which 
is when landlords evict their ten-
ants to do large-scale renovations 
and hike up rents, has been one of 
the predominant housing prob-
lems in the city. 
Many renters have experienced 
renovictions.
“I was very happy living where I 
was living, but new owners bought 
my building and issued a notice to 
all tenants that they would be ren-
ovating the new suites,” said Mer-
yl Heppner, who was renovicted 
from her New Westminster apart-
ment in 2016. “I wasn’t able to pay 
the new rent price as it was double 
what I was paying before.”
Heppner thinks a tenants union 
might help people like her, who 
were put in a tight spot with few 
resources and little information.
The Vancouver tenants group 
was formed in April 2017. It aims 
to educate tenants about their 
rights and advocate for them 
when possible. 
The chapter in New Westmin-
ster, where renters make up 44 per 
cent of the population, is the first 
outside of Vancouver.
New Westminster Coun. Mary 
Trentadue is hopeful that the re-
cently elected city council can 
work together to figure out what 
else can be done about housing af-
fordability. 
No pot sales, please: we're from Surrey. The city's incoming council says it 
doesn't want to regulate cannabis sales. WESLEY GIBBS PHOTO VIA UNSPLASH
“I wasn’t able to pay 
the new rent price as 
it was double what I 
was paying before.”
— MERYL HEPPNER, NEW WESTMINISTER
RESIDENT
Campusnews EDITOR LISA STEACY     |     THURSDAY, NOV. 1 ,  2018     |     THE VOICE 3
Lifebus 
shuttles 
students 
to donate
The bus runs Thursday 
and Friday, every hour  
from noon to 4 p.m.
 By ALBERTO TUFANO
L angara students are getting on board with a new initia-tive to encourage blood do-
nation. 
From Oct. 24 until Nov. 16, a 
shuttle bus operated by Canadian 
Blood Services will carry eligible 
students from the Building T to the 
Oak Blood Centre.
This is the first semester that the 
shuttle bus is being offered at Lan-
gara.  
Karen Garcia, a territory man-
ager for Canadian Blood Services, 
said they hope the bus will make it 
easier for more students to donate. 
“If you donate blood you are 
not alone,” she said. “There are ten 
thousand donors every month who 
support hospital patients in need in 
British Columbia.” 
Despite the large number of do-
nors, there are often shortages.
Trillian Mitchell, a Langara stu-
dent who boarded the bus on Oct. 
25, said “I want to donate now be-
cause I understand how difficult it 
is for hospitals to provide blood for 
their emergency patients.”
Garcia said that not all students 
who want to donate blood are 
eligible. 
People who have come to Canada 
from India or Pakistan, countries 
where malaria is a huge problem, 
must wait three years before donat-
ing.
Recently, there were several 
changes to eligibility for blood 
donors. Garcia said one of them 
is that the time that people must 
wait after getting tattoos and pierc-
ings has been shortened from six to 
three months. 
Serena Sharma, another Langara 
student who took advantage of the 
shuttle bus, said “I am glad that it’s 
finally so easy to access from Lang-
ara. I feel like if you have something 
that you can give to help other peo-
ple, why not do it?”
Ishbir Heir, a student in Langara's social service worker program, failed a course after being found guilty of plagiarism last year.   KELSEA FRANZKE PHOTO
Process cheats students
Langara allows shortest time for appeal in Lower Mainland
 By KELSEA FRANZKE
A student accused of pla-giarism says that Lan-gara’s policy to appeal decisions of academic 
misconduct doesn’t give students 
enough time to process the news, 
let alone act on it.
In September of last year Ishbir 
Heir’s social work instructor told 
her that she had plagiarized an es-
say.
“I was very distraught and I end-
ed up crying while I was talking to 
her. When she told me I had two 
days to appeal I didn’t even know 
what that meant. I didn’t have 
enough time,” Heir said.
Timelines to appeal academic 
misconduct decisions vary at col-
leges in the Lower Mainland. 
At VCC students are given 10 
days, at BCIT  students are given 
30. At Douglas College students
are given four months.
At Langara the timeline for aca-
demic misconduct appeals has now 
been extended from two business 
days to five, according to Maggie 
Ross, Director of Student Conduct 
and Judicial Affairs.
The policy change was approved 
on Oct. 22 and will come into effect 
within a couple of weeks.
“It’s a reasonable period of time 
to think about it, consult with oth-
ers, or ask professors for reconsid-
eration,” said Ross. “It’s appealing a 
specific point in time, so five days is 
more than adequate.”
Heir says it’s unfair that students 
at other colleges are given so much 
more time to appeal.
“If I had 30 days I would totally 
be able to appeal my paper and I’d 
be able to do it comfortably and not 
worry about only having two days, 
which is so overwhelming and frus-
trating,” she said.
Robyn Lougheed, BCIT's stu-
dent advocacy manager helps stu-
dents navigate the appeal process. 
“We listen to their story, we’re 
non judgemental, to us it doesn’t 
matter if they cheated,” she said. 
“We just want to make sure they’re 
being treated fairly.”  
Lougheed said that five days is 
not enough time for students.
“It’s a really short amount of time 
in my opinion because it’s barely 
enough to even get over the shock 
of being accused, especially if the 
student has not actually plagiarized 
or cheated. It takes a while for a 
student to have that news sink in 
and decide what they’re going to 
do,” she said.
 
A controversial certificate program offered by Lan-gara College claims to pro-
vide healing through the balancing 
of bioenergy.
 Cheryl Larden, a registered nurse 
and therapeutic touch instructor at 
Langara, is a strong proponent of 
its benefits.
 “I’ve used it in the hospital,” she 
said. “I’ve used it in emergencies. 
I’ve used it in so many different 
situations and it can really be help-
ful. It really helps relieve stress and 
anxiety for people too and that’s re-
ally so critical.” 
 Langara is the only B.C. college 
that offers a therapeutic touch prac-
titioner certificate program. The 
website describes it as a “holistic, 
evidence-based therapy.”
Bernie Garrett, associate profes-
sor at the UBC School of Nursing 
said, “To claim it’s evidence-based 
is deceptive.”
In 2017 Garrett co-authored a 
literature review of available stud-
ies, including the three that Lan-
gara cites as evidence in favour of 
the practice. 
The review found one was based 
on “low-quality science and low-
quality evidence.” Another had a 
“ludicrous" study-design and an 
“unfalsifiable” hypothesis. The third 
was “not a scientific study” and cit-
ed “recent evidence” from 1888.
Dr. Lloyd Oppel also questioned 
the science behind this therapy but 
offered an alternate perspective.  
“We derive a lot of benefit from 
practices that can’t be substanti-
ated,” he said. “There’s great value.”
 Larden is aware of the contro-
versy but she's seen it help people.   
“It can make such a positive dif-
ference to people and I don’t quite 
understand why there seems to be 
so much negativity,.” she said. 
Critics don’t object to claims that 
there are benefits, they take issue 
with the claim that those benefits 
have been scientifically proven. 
“If they were to run it as a recre-
ational course. . .that would be rea-
sonable,” Garrett said. 
“But to run it as a therapeutic 
course that trains practitioners to 
deliver faith healing is problematic 
for a public educational institution.” 
Incidents of academic misconduct.
812
26
Cases where students appealed.
1
Appeal led to a lesser penalty. 
SOURCE: 2017 STUDENT CONDUCT AND 
JUDICIAL AFFAIRS ANNUAL REPORT
MISCONDUCT CASES
AT LANGARA COLLEGE IN 2017 
“I ended up crying 
while I was talking 
to her. When she 
told me I had two 
days to appeal I 
didn't even know 
what that meant. I 
didn't have enough 
time”
— ISHBIR HEIR, LANGARA STUDENT
Controversial therapy is a touchy subject 
Practice uses 
body's energy to 
promote healing
 By NATHAN DUREC
Langara has been offering courses in therapeutic touch for decades but 
launched the certificate program in 2015. CLOE LOGAN PHOTO
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Happy Diwali
Dewan's Diwali Fest
A fter completing their prayers and decorating their home in traditional Diwali decor, Kriti Dewan and her family will go to temple to meet other family members, friends, and 
members within their community. 
At temple the traditional prayers are sung for King 
Rama, and the whole community connects, often with 
people they otherwise might not get the chance to. The 
temple will often have a display 
of fireworks near the close of the 
ceremony, and a festive dinner 
will be held afterwards. 
“It is a time for forgiveness and 
reconciliation. Personally, I take 
that very seriously,” said Dewan.
As the Board Chair for Diwali 
Fest, an annual South Asian arts 
and culture festival, Dewan is a 
key member in planning many 
of the performances and celebra-
tions that take place throughout 
the Lower Mainland. 
She first became involved eight 
years ago with what was then called Vancouver Cel-
ebrates Diwali Festival, looking for an impactful com-
munity organization. An important objective of theirs 
was to ensure that new generations do not forget the 
various cultural art forms of the South Asian commu-
nity. 
 Dewan said that Diwali Fest’s mandate is to affirm 
the light over darkness theme, and to exemplify unity 
and diversity by providing a platform for multicultural 
artists to perform. Celebrations start about a month 
leading up to the date, with two performances having 
already taken place last week. 
The first event was held at the Fraserview Public 
Library and focused on the dance performances by 
Ashritha Royyuru and Niki Patel. The performance 
lasted roughly an hour and had been arranged as a pre-
view for the upcoming event on the following Saturday 
at Roundhouse Community Center in Yaletown. The 
event at Fraserview Public Library was described as a 
colourful, fast-paced Bollywood and Indian classical 
fusion dance performance. 
Ashritha Royyuru, an Indian classically trained 
dancer who’s been with Diwali Fest for three years, is 
honoured to be apart of the organization and its mis-
sion to spread awareness of the festival. 
Royyuru said, “It's great for artists like me to be able 
to have a platform and perform. Local talent is always 
encouraged by them and is amazing to see.”
The second event was held at the Roundhouse Com-
munity Centre last Saturday and featured multiple per-
formance artists. Other artistic workshops at the event 
included henna tattoos, painting 
Diya candles, and scarf wrapping. 
Dewan said the Roundhouse event 
helps to educate those who may not 
know much about the festival, and 
offers people from South Asia who 
may not have a place to celebrate 
Diwali a familiar atmosphere that 
feels like home.
The Roundhouse event lasted 
four hours and ended with a bril-
liant fireworks display. 
Kim Young, who had attended 
both the dance performance at 
Fraserview Public Library and the 
Roundhouse Community Center, said, “It was fun.”
Event offers 'forgiveness and reconciliation' 
Stories and photos by Mandy Moon
“It's great for artists 
like me to be able to 
have a platform and 
perform. Local talent is 
always encouraged.”
— ASHRITHA ROYYURU, DANCER
5News&Features 
Happy Diwali
Diwali will be celebrated on Nov. 7 this year. As Diwali marks the onset of the new be-innings it is a time for new beginnings that 
symbolizes light over darkness, 
good over evil and prosperity 
over poverty. 
The date changes annually in 
accordance with the lunar cy-
cle. Many of the public events 
are held before the offical day 
of Diwali to offer opportunities 
for larger cultural celebration, 
which allows for a more intimate family celebration 
on the day of Diwali. 
In Hindu mythology, Diwali marks the day of King 
Rama’s return to his hometown.  After 14 years of 
banishment, and after rescuing his wife from a demon 
king, the town welcomed them back by lighting tra-
ditional Diya candles to ensure they would find their 
way  back home. 
“Diyas are still a very crucial part of Diwali,” said 
Kriti Dewan. 
In preparation for Diwali, 
traditional values include vari-
ous duties around the home 
and within the comunity. The 
traditional rituals include vari-
ous tasks such as: cleaning one’s 
homes in spirit of renewal; buy-
ing gifts for loved ones; and ex-
changing sweet desserts to one another. 
It is considered an auspicious and positive time of 
the year where people allow themselves to make im-
portant purchases, such as new furniture, new cars or 
new houses. It’s also the time of year to let go of any 
misgivings or broken relationships.
Celebrates culture, family, spiritual renewal and light 
Festival full of colours
“Diyas are a very crucial 
part of Diwali.”
— KRITI DEWAN, DANCER
Nov. 2 Canucks celebrate
Diwali night from 5 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. at Rogers Arena.
Nov. 3 Celebrations by 
Inter-Cultural Association 
Vancouver 6 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
at Bollywood Banquet Hall & 
Convention Centre Ltd. 
Nov. 4 Diwali lunch and
dance at Trout Lake Commu-
nity Centre from 12:30 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m.
Nov. 4 Diwali in Kitsilano
from 4 p.m. to 6.p.m. at the 
Kitsilano Community Centre.
Nov. 8 Diwali at Evergreen 
Cultural Centre at 6 p.m. 
SOURCE: DIWALI EVENTS VANCOUVER
UPCOMING DIWALI 
EVENTS  IN METRO 
VANCOUVER
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Cultural centres like Alliance Française de Vancouver provide an opportunity for B.C. students who grew up in French immersion programs to retain the second 
language they love. RENA MEDOW ILLUSTRATION
Accused need more time
Students like Ishbir Heir must be afforded more time to appeal when it comes to being accused of commit-
ting academic misconduct, specifi-
cally plagiarism. 
Post-secondary institutions have 
processes in place so that stu-
dents can make an appeal against 
academic misconduct accusations. 
Douglas Col-
lege allows four 
months. BCIT 
allows 30 days. 
Langara recent-
ly changed their 
time frame from 
two to five days. 
This would be 
the time frame 
allowed for stu-
dents to appeal 
an accusation of 
plagiarism. 
Although each institution wants 
to make sure that proper proce-
dure is followed and that students 
are educated about their options, 
the appeal process at Langara sim-
ply isn’t long enough for a student 
to process the information in time.
Each student is given time to 
submit a letter of appeal, which is 
sent to the dean of students, who 
reviews the appeal to see if the 
grounds for appeal fall within the 
policy. Compared to other insti-
tutions in the Lower Mainland, 
Langara has by far the shortest 
timeline of any college for no ap-
parent reason other than it being a 
long standing policy. 
Any student who finds them-
selves in this position will need to 
think about it further. If they want 
to appeal they may need to talk to 
friends or colleagues for further 
opinion, or take time to read the 
policy implemented at their insti-
tution. 
The appeal itself requires a 
strong letter to argue their point. 
Each student needs time to fully 
understand their case and the 
grounds on which they are ap-
pealing in order to argue in their 
favour. Its unreasonable to expect 
this to be completed sufficiently in 
only a few days. 
As a student you need time to 
decide what you’re going to do and 
your appeal might be in the middle 
of exam or a personal crisis, which 
affords you little time to focus on 
anything else. In this instance, it’s 
not wrong to say to your instruc-
tor, “I need a bit more time, this 
is what’s going on, can we just be 
flexible on this.”
Most people will need time to 
get over the shock of being ac-
cused, especially if the student 
has not plagiarized or cheated. For 
those students from another coun-
try, who don’t have a really clear 
grasp of what that really means, or 
don’t know what the repercussions 
of it might be, having more time 
would be really beneficial.
It is important that students 
document everything they can 
to help prove their case and stay 
calm. They must ensure they ob-
tain clarity on what happened, fig-
ure out what makes the instructor 
believe this outcome, and then en-
sure they gathered enough docu-
mentation to support their case. 
All Langara students who find 
themselves in this difficult posi-
tion should fight to appeal if they 
feel that the decision is wrong or 
unfair or unfounded. The LSU 
can provide basic procedural in-
formation. International students 
can go to  International Educa-
tion for some advice. Anyone who 
is accused has they opportunity 
to say what they need to say, but 
don’t hesitate to do it. Submit your 
appeal and stand up for yourself. 
Make sure you seek help and guid-
ance, it is there and available for 
you to use. Avoid having to retake 
classes. I know what I’d prefer to 
do.
OPINION
DARREN 
AMNER
OPINION
JOE AYRES
Keep 
French 
alive
Living in Vancouver means the window of opportunity to practice my second language 
is small. The catch with having a 
second language is once you stop 
using, it you will eventually lose it. 
That is why places such as the Al-
liance Française de Vancouver are 
important. 
This year 54,603 students are 
enrolled in French immersion pro-
grams across B.C., according to the 
ministry of education. When stu-
dents in the pro-
gram graduate, 
their opportuni-
ty to speak their 
second language 
drops dramati-
cally. This might 
indicate to some 
that French as a 
second language 
isn’t all that use-
ful — why would 
we need a skill 
we can’t use? Because those of us 
that grew up in the French immer-
sion program lose the community it 
gave us once we graduate, the Alli-
ance Française presents an oppor-
tunity for folks like me to have that 
community. 
The French immersion program is 
a distinct English Canadian experi-
ence. Like the house hippo com-
mercial, French is something nostal-
gic for many Canadians. According 
to Statistics Canada 7.2 per cent of 
Vancouver’s population speaks both 
French and English. Places such 
as the Alliance Française are more 
than cultural hubs, they’re a chance 
to reconnect with something close to 
many of our hearts. Kids who grew 
up with the French language deserve 
the chance to keep that language.
In a province as diverse as British 
Columbia I believe it’s important 
that we promote all the cultures 
that comprise our communities. The 
events offered by the Alliance Fran-
çaise celebrate French culture in an 
accessible way for all in the commu-
nity and, to a great extend, those out 
side of it. If you want to brush up on 
your skills or even if you want to pick 
up the language, the Alliance Fran-
çaise can do that for you. The pro-
motion of the French language only 
serves to benefit our communities.
“Places such as the 
Alliance Française 
are more than 
cultural hubs, 
they’re a chance 
to reconnect with 
something close to 
many of our hearts.”
Students like Ishbir Heir, who was accused of plagiarism, deserve more time 
to face allegations of academic misconduct. KELSEA FRANZKE PHOTO
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Concert shows off Vietnamese culture
A cooking class taught 
by refugees educates 
people about food in 
Syrian culture
More than just pho
Food 
brings 
refugees 
together
In 2017, 21,876 Syrian refugees 
entered Canada with government  
assistance.
22k
24k
Nearly 24,000 people from all 
countries claimed refugee status in 
Canada in 2016.
SOURCE: STATISTA.COM
REFUGEES IN CANADA
 By KATE GARDINER
S yrian refugees in Vancouver are looking to preserve and share their culture through a 
series of cooking workshops.
An event held at the Moberly 
Arts and Cultural Centre Oct. 27 
was the latest in a series of culinary 
lessons taught by the chefs of Tayy-
beh, a Vancouver-based food com-
pany that employs recently arrived 
Syrian refugees women. 
Enas Alsaleh, from Deir ez-Zor 
in eastern Syria, is the co-owner of 
Syrian Gourmet, a bakery special-
izing in Middle Eastern sweets. 
She opened the shop with her hus-
band and another refugee, a chef 
from Homs in the western part of 
the country in May.
Her dream was to showcase her 
cuisine in Canada, but her shop has 
also created a sense of belonging for 
other newcomers.
“Our community needs it,” said 
Alsaleh. “I remember when we 
opened our shop, lots of people 
who are Arab or Syrian or Leba-
nese came to our shop and said, 'Oh 
my goodness, we've seen home now. 
We've seen home.’”
Shared meals are an important 
aspect of Syrian life and commu-
nity, says Mohammed Alsaleh, a 
refugee resettlement worker with 
Immigration Services of B.C.
Actors perform a recounting of the rich history of Vietnam during the Mai Dao: A Glimpse into Vietnamese Culture, an 
event run by SEACHS . NATHAN GAN PHOTO
 By NATHAN GAN 
A Southeast Asian cultural organization premiered a special concert last week at the Norman 
and Annette Rothstein Theatre, 
which showcased the experiences 
of Vietnamese-Canadians through 
a wide array of performing arts.
The show, called Mai Đào: A 
Glimpse into Vietnamese Cul-
ture, was created by the Southeast 
Asian Cultural Heritage Society 
(SEACHS) and displayed the his-
torical roots of Vietnam through 
music, dance, and theatre.
A strong connection with one’s 
native country is very necessary, 
says renowned Vietnamese actor 
and co-founder Thai-Hoa Le, as 
that connection will strengthen the 
individual’s confidence in their own 
multiculturalism amongst Cana-
dian society.
“(The main goal of SEACHS is 
to) preserve, promote, and enhance 
southeast Asian culture,” says Le. 
When asked about the effects of 
events like this, he goes on to say 
“For some of us, it has contributed 
to a reconnection with our ancestry, 
and a renewed pride.”
Music played a fundamental 
part of the SEACHS event, rep-
resented anywhere from orchestras 
utilizing the traditional Vietnamese 
Đàn Bau, boisterous twenty person 
choirs, or even A capella acts.
“We’ve got the past, the present, 
and we’ve got music from many 
countries,” says Dan Nguyen, who 
is part of the male a Capella group 
The Bánh Mì Barbershop. “I think 
this is a statement that the Viet-
namese people in Vancouver are as 
diverse as any community.”
The event also served to abolish 
negative stereotypes. The stigma 
from western civilization towards 
Vietnam was an important discus-
sion throughout the event. This is 
evident from their acting segments 
on war and colonization by France 
and China, to their original tagline 
“What do we know about Viet-
namese culture besides Pho?”
The Mai Đào event enticed both 
Vietnamese and non-Vietnamese 
people alike. Audience member 
Tina Meredith said that she hopes 
the show would expand her knowl-
edge on cultures she was not edu-
cated on before.
“When you look into it, the 
Asian regions differ immensely 
from each other. The least I can 
do, as a stranger to this culture, is 
get enlightened. And I can’t say 
no to a night of song and dance.” 
Langara brings 
poets and story-
writers to share 
their work
College
unites
writers
 By PATRICK PENNER
A literary event, founded by Langara teachers, is pro-viding a forum for the col-
lege’s aspiring authors to read their 
work in front of fellow writers.
Strangers on a Train was orga-
nized five years ago by English 
literature teachers at Langara with 
the goal of connecting strangers 
with a common love of creative 
prose.
Last Tuesday, the spotlight fo-
cused on Brazilian poet and Lan-
gara student, Cedric Alexander.
“It’s really helpful for not only 
me but the public, they might find 
words for something they felt but 
never knew how to express,” Alex-
ander said. “It’s sort of like a dia-
logue.”
Thor Polukoshko, one of the 
event’s co-founders, felt an obliga-
tion to support student’s literary 
endeavors in the same way he was 
mentored.
“It’s really difficult to take 
that first step,” said Polukoshko. 
“When I was doing my undergrad 
and I was starting a project, having 
that support from instructors was 
absolutely invaluable.”
The event showcases a variety of 
writers from all walks of life and 
stages in their careers, from Gov-
ernor General Award winners to 
Poet Laureates of Canada – always 
closing the night with a reading 
from a featured Langara student.
Alexander said that his profes-
sor's encouragement to participate 
in such events have helped him 
battle depression progress as a 
writer.
“Things start to construct them-
selves, [into] something really pos-
itive,” said Alexander.  “This gives 
me tranquility and peace of mind.”
Alix Ohlin, a novelist and short 
story writer who also read at the 
event, believes these environments 
are essential for teaching young 
artists not to isolate themselves.
“Writing can be very lonely 
work, and it’s really great when 
writers have an opportunity to 
come together and feel a sense of 
community,” Ohlin said.
The event hosts between six and 
eight readings a year at the Kino 
Café on Cambie Street.
1. Tay ethnic group
The Tay have been present in 
Vietnam for thousands of years, 
dating back as early as 500BC.
2. Superstition
Superstition plays a large role 
in Vietnamese society and is 
passed down from generation to 
generation.
3. Dragons
In Vietnamese mythology, 
dragons are the biggest symbol 
of power. Models of Vietnamese 
constellations are inspired by 
the dragon's shape and some 
represent levels of nobility.
SOURCE: VIETNAM-CULTURE.COM
VIETNAMESE CULTURE
HISTORY AND CUSTOMS
“Lots of people who 
are Arab or Syrian 
or Lebanese came to 
our shop and said, 
'Oh my goodness, 
we've seen home'”
— ENAS ALSALEH, CO-OWNER OF SYRIAN 
GOURMET BAKERY
“Writing can be 
very lonely work, 
and it's really great 
when writers have 
the opportunity 
to come together 
and feel a sense of 
community.”
— ALIX OHLIN, NOVELIST AND SHORT 
STORY WRITER
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Like father, 
like son
After 36 years a dad will pass 
down jersey No. 9 to his son
F alcons’ athletic history will be made at the Langara men’s basketball season-opener on Nov. 2 when a 
son will suit up for the same team 
his father played on nearly four de-
cades ago.
In 1982, Ed Anderson became 
a member of the Falcons’ men’s 
basketball team. 36 years later, his 
son Tyler Ander-
son will take to 
the court, mak-
ing them the first 
father-son pair to 
both have played 
on the team, ac-
cording to athletic director, Jake 
McCallum.
For the men’s basketball coach, 
Paul Eberhardt, it’s always special 
to see alumni keep their families 
connected to Langara athletics. 
“There’s such a tradition here,” 
Eberhardt said.
Ed and Tyler are not the only ex-
ample of a family legacy at Langara. 
Jake McCallum and his father have 
both worked as Langara’s athletic 
directors.
“It’s always great when you can 
have those alumni connections,” 
Eberhardt said.
More than an alumni connection, 
the reconnecting of family will be a 
special moment for Ed as he gets to 
see Tyler play for the Falcons after 
he spent his freshman and sopho-
more years for the Brandon Univer-
sity Bobcats in Manitoba
“The last few years he’s played 
out of town,” Ed said. “Knowing 
this year that his games are in the 
Lower Mainland, 
just a short drive 
away, my wife and 
I are really look-
ing forward to go 
and watch him.”
Distance and 
other circumstances may have kept 
the two apart, but they have been 
connected by basketball throughout 
the years. Both were provincial high 
school all-stars and both will have 
worn the #9 jersey.
One thing is for sure, though, 
Tyler wants to be the more accom-
plished athlete in the Anderson 
family, “I’m here to compete and 
have fun,” He said. “But, at the end 
of the day, I’m trying to beat [my 
dad] so I can have that one-up on 
him.”
 By ADAM LEVI
“There is such 
tradition here.”
— PAUL EBERHARDT, MEN'S BASKETBALL 
COACH
Athletes bounce backSearch, rent, sweat
New basketball 
coach has a fresh 
perspective
A new company is 
inviting Vancouverites 
to lend and rent sports 
equipment near them
A website that facilitates the sharing economy of goods gives young Vancouverites 
a chance to get active without the 
upfront costs. 
L aunc hed 
in February 
2017, Quupe 
invites us-
ers to sign up 
for free and 
post photos 
of items they 
want to lend, 
or browse for 
items they’d 
like to use. 
Similar to 
Uber and 
Airbnb, all fi-
nancial trans-
actions take 
place through the website. 
Erin O’Shaughnessy, Langara 
student, works at MEC and hasn’t 
used Quupe, but thinks it has the 
potential to remove barriers for 
young people to get outdoors.
“I have access to something like 
that through my work and I find 
that everyone that’s used it, they 
rave about it,” O’Shaughnessy said. 
“Having a place where you can ac-
cess all that stuff for a cheap price 
gives the whole idea a lot more 
ease.”
Co-founder Angela Hamilton 
said that in winter months ski and 
snowboard gear tops the list of 
most popular items to borrow, and 
that the average borrower is a young 
urbanite who generally doesn’t have 
the storage space for outdoor gear. 
Hamilton said that Quupe hopes 
to shift people’s ideas around access 
and ownership, in the same way 
companies like Spotify and Netflix 
have normalized accessing content 
over owning personal media librar-
ies. 
Hamilton also emphasized the 
importance of the community as-
pect of the site.
“The real love for people that en-
gage with 
the plat-
form is that 
moment of 
connection. 
I’ve found it 
myself when 
I use the 
p la t form,” 
said Ham-
ilton, who 
has rented 
through the 
site a few 
times. 
Paul Ver-
laan was 
one of the first lenders on the site. 
He’s lent a couple of bikes and 
snowshoes.  
Verlaan said he had thought 
about the idea of getting together 
with his neighbours to share house-
hold items in an effort to confront 
“needless consumerism.” 
Then he read about Quupe. 
“These guys have figured out a re-
ally good way to do that,” Verlaan 
said.
Quupe received an innovation 
award earlier this year from the Re-
cycling Council of B.C. for its sus-
tainability efforts. 
 By ROXANNE EGAN-
ELLIOTT
Team members of Langara Falcons women's basketball team doing drills dur-
ing practice in the Langara gymnasium. MATHILDA DE VILLIERS PHOTO
L angara Falcons women’s basketball team is begin-ning their season with a new 
coach and a fresh perspective.
Curtis Nelson, the new head 
coach, said he is excited to be part 
of the Langara Falcons team. 
His method of coaching involves 
focusing on improving each day, 
instead of setting a goal to win a 
number of games in a season. 
“I always think a proper team, 
one that’s successful, is going to be 
greater than the sum of their indi-
vidual parts,” Nelson said. 
Patti Olsen, one of the assistant 
coaches on the team, played at 
Douglas College for five years and 
had Nelson as a coach for the last 
year of her college basketball career. 
This will be her first year as an assis-
tant coach and says that she shares 
similar points of view and coaching 
philosophies. 
“We share the same vision and 
want all the players to succeed off
and on the court,” she said.
Ainsleigh Mensah is a veteran 
college basketball player, this year 
being her fifth year playing. Previ-
ously, she played at Douglas Col-
lege for four years, where Nelson 
coached before he came to Langara 
College. 
This will be their third year work-
ing together. 
“It’s an opportunity that I didn’t 
ever think I would have again,” 
Mensah said. 
Doing more in the community is 
something that the team is going to 
focus on, Mensah said.  
One of the things the team offers 
is coaching clinics for younger play-
ers where they get to meet players 
and coaches. 
“Maybe they’ll come out to one 
of our games and support us that 
way,” Mensah said.
The Falcons will open their 2018-
2019 PacWest season on Friday, 
Nov. 2 against the Douglas Royals.
 By MATHILDA DE 
VILLIERS
Tyler Anderson and his father Ed Anderson are the first father-son combination to play on the same court. Ed visted 
his son at Langara and ran a few friendly drills.  ADAM LEVI PHOTO
WOMEN'S REMAINING 
2018 SCHEDULE
BASKETBALL
Nov. 2
vs. Douglas 
College
6 p.m.
At Langara
BASKETBALL
Nov. 8
vs. Columbia 
Bible College
6 p.m.
At CBC
BASKETBALL
Nov. 16
vs. Vancouver 
Island University
6 p.m.
At VIU
BASKETBALL
Nov. 3
vs. Capilano 
University
5 p.m.
At Langara
BASKETBALL
Nov. 10
vs. Okanagan 
College 
1 p.m.
At Langara
BASKETBALL
Nov. 17
vs. Camosun 
College
1 p.m.
At Camosun
“The real love for people 
that engage with the 
platform is that moment 
of connection. I’ve found 
it myself when I use the 
platform.”
— ANGELA HAMILTON, QUUPE CO-FOUNDER
